
                                                                                                                              

Riddle Books Step Guide 
 

In Riddle Books, players progress through seven categories of increasingly challenging word problems. The 
categories are basic addition, basic subtraction, basic multiplication/division, multiplication/division combined 
with addition/subtraction (i.e. problems with multiple operators), problems with multiple variables, basic 
fractions, and fractions with multiple operators. Each category consists of sets of individual word problems. 
When players successfully complete a category, they advance to the next one. Players who are not successful 
continue to receive additional problems in the current category until they succeed.  

 
1) Read the text carefully and identify 
the important terms: numbers and 
unknown values.  Drag and drop the 
terms to the “model-building area”  to 
convert them into draggable cards. 
 

 

 



2) Build a visual model of the problem 
by creating blocks and labels of the 
identified terms, and dragging and 
dropping into the model-building area.  
 
Some of the tutorial levels 
demonstrate steps students can use 
to construct a model for new and 
increasingly challenging problem 
types. 
 

 
 

3) After building a model, click 
Submit.  A correct model must include 
all the important terms in a way that 
expresses the same information as 
the text. If the answer is not accepted, 
modify the model and try again. For 
hints, click the the ? button at any 
point while building the model. 

 



4) Construct the final equation by 
dragging the cards that make up the 
equation from the visual model and 
dropping them into the 
equation-building area.  

 

5) To check the equation, click the 
Submit button. If the equation is not 
accepted, make changes and try 
again. Remember to ? for hints.  
 
The level is complete when the 
equation is correct. Then, advance to 
a score summary screen. 
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